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Ne w Y @erdgrina falcopopulation continued its upward climb in 2009 wsttmerecord highs
Seventythreeterritorial pairs were presergix more than last years hwithgghof these breedingnd55
successfulA total of 132young were produced 87 hatched), an increase thireeoverl a s t recadhighd s
(Table 1, Figure 1)Forty-two of the territorialpairs were upstat@ record and up 1% from last yedr thirty-
oneterritorial pairswere downstatéied withl a s t recada(Tables 2, 3 an#figure 2).

Thedownstate arehada recordé7 youngproducedup 12 % over 208); the 65 youngupstatewas a
slight decreas&%) from last yearThedownstate area also hadrecord 2&uccessfupairs(up 24 %), while
the upstate area had its largest number of breeding pairs3éveip one over 2008Jhe statewide number of
young per breeding pair was 2.2, while the number of young per successful paé wesafly identical to last
year The nesting status was not determineidat sites statewidewo of which hadpairs presento these
figuresmay bea bit low. Two additional sites with single birds also had insufficient time spent to determine
status.

Comparinghe number of territorial pairs and young produced by four different site types in New York in
2009 (Figures 3 and) Acliff sites take the lead. In comparisons of productivity by site type, however (Figure 5),
structure nest siteswhether buildings, bridges, or other structures (artificial nest towers or osprey nest
platforms)- consistently produce more young peedxting pair.

With 2009's production of 137 young hatched and 132 fledged, at least 1581 young are known to have
hatched and 1535 presumed fledged in New York State since 1983. Upstate pairs have contributed 726 nest
and 714 fledglings, whe the downstate population had 855 hatch and 821 fledge.

New York State participated for the third time in the USFWS post federal delisting monitoring program
which occurs tennially until 2015. New Yorkas the largest number of randomly selepegkgrine falcon
nest sites in the East to monitor, with 19.

New Locations

The biggest highlightor 2009was thdarge increase inewpairsi elevenreported compared to just two
in 2008 Upstate, there wetlreenew pairsn the Buffalo areatwo of which bred successfujlthree in the
Adirondacks all successfiiland one along tht. Lawrence RiveiDownstate, there were three new nest sites
(all successfulin New York City, and one additional territorial pair nearbyWestchester County

The threenewsitesin NYC are all uniquendthefirst time everthat theseypes of nest sitesre known to
have been used recentiythe stateThe first to be confirmed was on abandonegier building slated for
developmentthe secondvason a residential high rise building; and the thir@ssuspectedo beinside an
abandoned hangat amajorairport None of these sites are really optimal for successful nesting, for a variety
of reasons. Steps haafreadybeen taken aheseocations to provide an alternate neite o deter future
nesting It is unusual to find ourselves in the position of needing to rel@cateanyperegrine falcon nests, but
in these situations it will be befstr both the birds and people.



Thenest box inRochester on the Kodak headquartead to be removed ihugust 200&lue to a
unavoidablemulti-year renovation projecA very popular nesting paiwatched globally viafour camera
webcamhas been highly productitberesince 1998In the fall of 2008fwo new alternate nest boxesre
placedon buildings in the are&lnfortunately last springhe long time mate of thesidentfemale did not
return, thera new mate was killedndfinally anothemewfemale and malattackedhe resident female
necessitatingperrehabilitation.The original femalevassuccessfullyeleasedix weeks lateabout 40miles
away, and promptlyreturned to Rochestéas expected Meanwhile,no confirmednestingoccurredby the new
pair, although bylate Junghey appeared to be using one of the nest bokksare hopeful that they will use
this site in 2010At last report, the originalestingfemale appears to haget up residencgeveral mies away,
and we ardooking into the placement aihother box for her in that area.

Fostering and Banding

A successful fosteringccurred at one of the oldest and most productive nest sitsnry ork inrecent
times, the Throgs Neck Blge, active since 1983he lone chick at this site was found dead on the roadway
soon after banding but befatevas ready to fledgdt is believed to havbeenblown off the top of the bridge
in some high winds. About 12 days later, a chick of abaus#meage four and a half weeks olthat had
fallen out of thenew apartment buildingyriefive days earliefand was unable to weturned therg was
placed at the Throgs Neck nésix first thing in the morning. The site was very carefully monitoleel to the
amount of time si nce t hEeaultifegralewvadresenthnd bydafe aftechaos a p p
both adults brought in food anlide young was fed'he falconfledged successfully.

A total of 60 young peregne falconswere banded in 2008 New York StateForty-sevenof these were
banded downstate in the New York Citga and Hudson River Valley by cooperator Chidslareski of the
New York City Department of Environmental Protection. An additidi3aloung werebandel by regional
DEC staff upstate at nest sitesAbany, SyracuseandBuffalo.

Sightings and Recoveries

We arefortunateto still be getting radio signals frorme of the five Rochester young from the Kodak nest
sitein 2008 afemale thathad a 22 gram solar satellite PTT (platforansmitting terminal) attachedla a
backpack harnegskatsummerT he travel s of this bird are being
rfalconcam.com websit&his birdwas consistently reportehd visually observed numerous timegluding
in Cape Cod during the fall of 2008 and thanter onNantucket For most of the summeandfall of 2009and
thefirst part of the winte003201Q the bird has beesdong the ndheastern shore of Lake Ontario

A few selectednteresting2009reportsof banded birds includea: Baltimore Maryland youngemaleseen
in NYC in January; a Wisconsin bird banded at the ne2d@7 found dead in Albany\Y in Februay; a 13
year old plus NYC female found dead in February in Atlantic City,a\Syracuse young from 2006 nesting in
Cleveland, Ohioafemalefrom Pittsburgh, PA and malefrom Ontario pairing up in RochestNY; a
Rochester 2006 bird nesting@gdensburgNY; a NYC bird found dead its first fall in VAgnd amaleraised
in 2007 inBuffalo nownesting in OntarioSpecial thanks to all who had the patience and persistence to read
these band numbers.



Niagar Falls you'r wi t h LmdtdprDMISIsiposki

A total of 24 peregrines were recovered in New York State during 2009. Seven were found dead, six wer
alive, rehabilitated and released, eight were alive and died or were euthanized, and three were alive and are
in rehab. The majority involved injuries due to trauma and probable collision with vehicles or other impact
injuries. Carcasses are necropsied, when possi bl
were collected for analysis from eleveffelient sites.

Looking Ahead

Visitors from Geneva, Switzerland and Barcelona, Spain were some of the officials who visited New York
during 2009 to find out how we protect and manage our growing populdtief. a | cueerntnéw type of
structures will present challenges in coming years as we learn how to accommodate hurparegane
falconsin novel situationsEach yeampresents some surpris€ne constantharkfully, is the help and support
of so many people, sonoté whomare in various agencies and bridge awites, othersbuilding ownersand
volunteers All remainvital to protection and managemaeitthis speciesWe appreciate the many individuals
who care about this bird enough to assist us in various avay/belpenaireits continued success and fugun
New York.Please refer to thecknowledgments section tte end of the repofor a list of manyof those who
helped.



Table 1. New York State Peregrine Falcon Breeding Summary: State20@8 1991

NUMBER

OF PAIRS 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 19966 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009

No. of
Territorial 18 22 19 22 25 32 34 38 42 44 48 45 49 52 62 62 63 67 73
Pairs

No. of
Breedirg 14 15 18 19 25 26 30 36 39 40 45 40 42 45 55 52 54 60 61
Pairs

No. of
Successful 11 13 17 18 19 24 25 31 37 33 41 34 35 37 46 45 48 50 55
Pairs

No. of
Young 27 30 45 35 46 48 49 69 80 75 96 81 88 79 114 96 127 129 132
Produced

Young/
Breeding 1.9 2.0 25 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.6 1.9 2.0 1.9 2.1 2.0 2.1 1.8 2.1 1.9 2.3 2.2 2.2
Pair

Young/
Successful 2.5 2.3 2.7 1.9 2.4 2.0 2.0 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.4 25 2.1 25 2.1 2.6 25 2.4
Pair

1 A territorial pair is defined by the presence of two potentially breeding birds within dahitabtkiriegtihg breeding season. In most cases, the pair exhibits courtship beh
and makes a scrape.
2 A breeding pair is defined by a pair of birds within a nesting territory where evidence indicates that eggeggsregashéignkeats, young, incubation or yeedung

behavior).
3 A successful pair is defined as one which produced one or more young that reached fledging age.
4 Young presumed fledged.

Proprietary information of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources - Endangered Species Unit
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4754 (518) 402-8863
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Data from New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Endangered Species Unit
Figure 1 Chart prepared by Laura Sommers, Nongame Unit, 2/23/10



Table 2. Upstatel New York Peregrine Falcon Breeding Summ&§09991

NUMBER

OF PAIRS 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1966 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006

2007

2008

2009

No. of
Territorial 8 10 9 10 10 15 15 16 20 22 25 22 26 26 33 34
Pairs

35

36

42

No. of
Breeding 7 8 9 8 10 11 14 16 18 19 23 19 24 23 32 30
Pairs

29

34

35

No.of
Successfl 6 6 8 7 9 11 13 16 18 17 23 15 20 19 27 27
Pairs

26

29

29

No. of
Youn§ 13 9 12 9 14 14 17 30 40 34 50 31 47 35 61 53
Produced

62

69

65

Young/
Breeding 1.9 1.1 1.3 1.1 14 1.3 1.2 1.9 2.2 1.8 2.2 1.6 2.0 15 1.9 1.8
Pair

2.1

2.0

1.9

Young/
Successful 2.2 15 15 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.9 2.2 2.0 2.2 2.1 2.4 1.8 2.3 2.0
Pair

2.4

2.4

2.2

1 Upstate includes Albany and areas north and west of the Hudson Valley.

2 A territorial pair is defined by the presence of two potentially breeding birds within a suitable nestibgelealigisdasng.the

3 A breeding pair is defined by a pair of birds within a nesting territory where evidence indicatai tfratoboas eggs, eggshell fragments, young,
behavior).

4 A successful pair is defined as one which produced one or more young that reached fledgling age.

5 Young presumed fledged

6 From heren, also includes upstate urbsting

Proprietary information of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources - Endangered Species Unit
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4754 (518) 402-8863
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Table 3. Downstatdiew York Peregrine Falcon Breeding Summary20@91

NUMBER

OF PAIRS 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 19966 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009

No. of
Territorial 10 12 10 12 15 17 19 22 22 22 23 23 23 26 29 28 28 31 31
Pairs

No. of
Breeding 7 7 9 11 15 15 16 20 21 21 22 21 18 22 23 22 25 26 26
Pairs

No. of
Successfl 5 7 9 11 10 13 12 15 19 16 18 19 15 18 19 18 22 21 26
Pairs

No. of Youhg

14 21 33 26 32 34 32 39 40 41 46 50 41 44 53 43 65 60 67
Produced

Young/
Breeding 2.0 3.0 3.7 2.4 2.1 2.3 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.4 2.3 2.0 2.3 2.0 2.6 2.3 2.6
Pair

Young/
Successful 2.8 3.0 3.7 2.4 3.2 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.1 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.7 2.4 2.8 2.4 2.9 2.9 2.6
Pair

1 Downstate is defined as areas south of Albany including Yfedléjudson

2 Aterritorial pair is defined by the presence of two potentially breeding birds within a suitable nestibgelealitaiséasng.the

3 A breeding pair is defined by a pair of birds within a nesting territory where evilaheggsdioatedaid (such as eggs, eggshell fragments, young, incubdtieding young
behavior).

4 A successful pair is defined as one which produced one or more young that reached fledging age.

5 Young presumed fledged.

Proprietary information of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources - Endangered Species Unit
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4754 (518) 402-8863






